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Friends of Chances Park Meeting 

Thursday 20th June 2024 at 7pm – 9pm 

 

St Lukes Church Morton Carlisle 

 
Minutes 

 
Present Emma Richardson Chair 

 Marie Bainbridge Vice Chair 
 Iris Rogan  
 Garry English  
 Peter Brown  
 Margaret Brown  
 Ray Richardson  
 Val Nixon  
 D Wilby  
 E Pennington  
 PCSO Hardy  
 PCSO Garrard  

 Jackie Lytollis  
Apologies Frank Nugent Treasurer 

 Lucy Graham Cumberland Council 
  

 Agenda item 1: Welcome, Introductions, Apologies & Conflicts of Interest 
 
ER welcomed everyone to the meeting, apologies noted.   

 
 
 
 

Agenda item 2: Minutes from previous meeting 19.01.2024 
 
Minutes 
 
The minutes from the last meeting were agreed as an accurate reflection of the 
discussions. 
 
 
Action Log  
 
None 
 
 
Agenda item 3: Matters Arising from Previous Meeting 
 
Tree Survey  
 
No update from the Cumberland Council as not present and no report.  
 
ACTION – Cumberland Council – for maintenance on the park. 
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Edging on the paths 
 
No update from the Cumberland Council as not present and no report.  
 
ACTION – Cumberland Council – for maintenance on the park. 
Elder Woods 
 
These are still growing in the redwoods. No update from the Cumberland Council as 
not present and no report.  
 
ACTION – Cumberland Council – for maintenance on the park. 
 
Morton Manor – Coffee Bar – Saturday Morning for parkrun 
 
Garry explained that due to costings in staffing and prices on supplies that they were 
wasting a lot of food from opening the café on a Saturday morning just for parkrun. It 
was agreed that they would let parkrun use the café every 1st Saturday of the month 
as this was already opened for a group that hires a hall.  
 
 
Agenda Item 4 – Reports/ Correspondence 
 
Chair – Emma thanked Marie and Iris for all their work they had been doing with the 
school children and getting more of the community involved. 
 
Labyrinth – Iris gave us an update and shared the plans to the people that are 
present. A copy will be going on the website. Iris is wanting to get all the funding by 
September and for the project to start as soon as possible. It has been very hard and 
trying at times with trying to get funding especially when covid hit. Iris pointed out the 
BMS day that is held at Morton Manor is a fund-raising event that all the income goes 
back into the Friends of Chances Park account which funds planting bulbs with local 
schools and the community. That the group is made up of volunteers and not for 
making a profit. So far, we have £26,200 for the Labyrinth.  
 
It was mentioned about using local suppliers. – We are hoping to use local suppliers, 
as the Cumberland Council will be purchasing this on our behalf. 
 
A question was asked if people could buy a brick for the project? That would help to 
contribution towards the Labyrinth.  
 
ACTION – Emma to investigate this. 
 
Vice Chair – Marie gave us an update on what she had been doing on the park. That 
she Thomas Graham to fund us some Hi viz jackets in green with our logo on. This 
would ensure that people using the park would be easy to identify who we are. Marie 
also brought some leaflets about wildlife. Marie is trying to raise the profile of the 
group by engaging with other groups. 
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Treasurer – Frank was not present at the meeting. But had given us a hard copy of 
the accounts. Ringfenced funds for the Labyrinth are currently £26,200. Current bank 
account is £4,792.45.  
 
Emma suggested that we give £3,800 towards the Labyrinth out of the current bank 
account to make up to £30,000. It was put to a vote and agreed. 
 
It was asked if the group could become a charity. Emma explained as we did not have 
regular income of £5,000 per year, we were unable to. 
 
ACTION – Frank to move £3,800 from the current account to the ringfenced 
account for the Labyrinth. 
 
  
Agenda Item 5 – Park Maintenance 
 
Nobody from Cumberland Council to give report. 
 
ACTION – Cumberland Council to give update. 
 
Agenda Item 6 – Police Update 
 
PCSO Hardy & PCSO Garrard thanked for being invited to the meeting. PCSO 
Garrard & Hardy are wanting to make a real difference and get the anti-social 
behaviour and crime down in the hotspot areas. It was mentioned about the poor 
lightening on the park that since the new lampposts had been installed that park users 
did not feel safe walking through the park at dusk. PCSO Garrard & Hardy mentioned 
that there is funding available through the police for this and for CCTV. Members of 
the meeting asked if the Friends of Chances Park could apply for this funding as there 
were certain parts on the park that had very dark hotspots such as the roundabout. 
One member brought it up that they had asked the council in previous meeting about 
changing the lightening and they were unable to do this due to funding. 
 
The police are working with The Well group which have been working with local 
communities about their anti-social behaviour and what they have been doing to get 
this a safe level. They are willing to work with the police to help this area. 
 
It was also mentioned about electric bikes. They are illegal to ride as most are 
underage. The police are now not chasing after them as this is now causing very 
serious accidents. They are closing the loop with information such as where they live 
and were they go. They will then catch them just before they are going to leave or 
return from their house. It was suggested that if a crime was in progress that to ring 
999 straight away or if it was reporting something to ring 101. 
 
It was also reported about the youths at the back of the manor and in the Georgian 
garden where they seem to congregate in large groups and smoke illegal substances 
such as marijuana. The police are aware and are going to make more policing 
available during the summer months when they finish school.  
 
ACTION – Police to investigate funding for lightening and CCTV. 
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Agenda item 7 – Events 
 
Friends of Chances Park – BMS fundraising event Saturday 14th September at Morton 
Manor from 10 to 4. Admission is £5 and children are free. Which includes talks. Iris is 
looking for volunteers to help. 
 
ACTION – Iris - Volunteers to help on entrance. 
 
 
Morton Manor is holding a Soul to the Manor event for the community on Saturday 
22nd June on the green from 12pm. Free for the community. 
 
Agenda Item 8 – Secretary Needed 
 
Maggie stood down in January 2024 as secretary. We would like to thank her for all 
her help over the past 20 years. We are currently looking for a secretary to help fill 
this role. Val Nixon has kindly offered to fill this role. 
 
ACTION – Marie to liaise with Val about handing over the laptop and printer. 
 
Agenda Item 9 – Any Other Business 
 
Emma & Marie thanked everyone for coming. 
 
 
Next meeting is 22nd August 2024 at St Lukes 7pm  
 
 
Meeting Closed 9pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


